Arbeitsblatt:

A nursery rhyme

1. a) Describe the picture in one or two sentences.
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__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
b) What happens next? Write down your ideas (two or three sentences).
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
2. Now listen to the text and tick the correct answers.
a) The name of the egg is …

( Humpy Dumpy.

( Humpy Grumpy.

( Humpty Dumpty.

b) At the end of the nursery rhyme the egg is …

( still on the wall.

( next to the wall.

( in a tree.

c) Who tries to help the egg?

( The king’s horses.

( The king’s men.

( The king’s horses and men.

Please turn over
3. Here is the text of the nursery rhyme. Practise reading it out in three different ways (e.g. you are worried, you are excited, you think that the story is funny). Then read it to the whole class.
Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall,

Humpty Dumpty had a great fall.

All the king’s horses and all the king’s men

couldn’t put Humpty together again.

4. a) Can you help Humpty Dumpty? Talk to your classmates and complete the mind map. 
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b) What happens next? Draw a short comic strip.
	
	
	


or

Write a second stanza with a happy ending for Humpty Dumpty. Make sure it rhymes.

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

5. Additional task:
In 1871 Lewis Carroll used Humpty Dumpty as a character in his book Through the Looking Glass. 

Read the following text and don’t worry if you don’t understand all the words. Only try to answer the questions.
Alice, a seven-year-old girl, goes into a strange world. Now she is in a shop where a sheep is trying to sell her something.

Text:

"I should like to buy an egg, please," she said timidly. "How do you sell them?"

"Fivepence farthing for one –  twopence for two," the Sheep replied.

"Then two are cheaper than one?" Alice said in a surprised tone, taking out her purse.

"Only you must eat them both, if you buy two," said the Sheep.

"Then I'll have one, please," said Alice, as she put the money down on the counter. For she thought to herself, "They mightn't be at all nice, you know."

The Sheep took the money, and put it away in a box: then she said "I never put things into people's hands – that would never do – you must get it for yourself." And so saying, she went off to the other end of the shop, and set the egg upright on a shelf.

"I wonder why it wouldn't do?" thought Alice, as she groped her way among the tables and chairs, for the shop was very dark towards the end. "The egg seems to get further away the more I walk towards it. Let me see, is this a chair? Why, it's got branches, I declare! How very odd to find trees growing here! […]"

*⁠*⁠*⁠*⁠*

*⁠*⁠*⁠*

*⁠*⁠*⁠*⁠*

So she went on, wondering more and more at every step, as everything turned into a tree the moment she came up to it, and she quite expected the egg to do the same. […]

However, the egg only got larger and larger, and more and more human: when she had come within a few yards of it, she saw that it had eyes and a nose and mouth; and when she had come close to it, she saw clearly that it was HUMPTY DUMPTY himself. "It can't be anybody else!" she said to herself. "I'm as certain of it, as if his name were written all over his face."

Questions:

Tick ( the correct answers.

a) What is strange about the price of the eggs in the shop?

( You needn’t pay for the eggs.

( You can get two eggs for the price of one.

( One egg costs more than two eggs.

b) Why does Alice only buy one egg?

( She only needs one egg.

( Maybe the egg isn’t OK.

( Alice doesn’t really like eggs.

c) Where does the sheep put the egg?

( On a shelf.

( On a chair.

( On a table.

d) What happens while Alice is walking through the shop?

( Alice can’t see the egg any more.

( More sheep come into the shop.

( Suddenly there are lots of trees.

e) What is unusual about the egg?

( It has got a face.

( It speaks to Alice.

( Suddenly it is on the floor.

